
TOWNSHIP OF SOUTH GLENGARRY 

SPECIAL MEETING OF COUNCIL 

Council Chambers, Municipal Office 

Friday, November 22, 2019 9:00 AM 

 Page 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  

 a) Additions, Deletions or Amendments 

All matters listed under For Information Only, are considered to 

be routine and will be enacted by one motion. Should a 

Council member wish an alternative action from the 

proposed recommendation, the Council member shall 

request that this matter be moved to the appropriate section 

at this time.  

 

3. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST  

4. NEW BUSINESS  

 a) Review of Draft Tree Canopy and Natural Vegetation Policy  

  i. October 7, 2019 Report & Public Comments 2 - 53 

 b) 2020 Budget  

  i. 2020 Draft Budget 54 - 149 

5. ADJOURNMENT  
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INFORMATION REPORT 

 

REPORT TO:  Council of the Township of South Glengarry 

MEETING DATE: October 7, 2019 

SUBJECT: Draft Tree Canopy and Natural Vegetation Policy 

PREPARED BY: Joanne Haley, GM Community Services 

 
 

Council has completed a first reading of the draft Tree Canopy and Natural 

Vegetation Policy. Council directed Administration to complete further public 

consultation on this policy.   

On September 9, 2019, a public information session was held with approximately 83 

people in attendance, 13 members of the public spoke at the meeting and 23 written 

comments were received including comments from the Raisin Region Conservation 

Authority.  

Council is encouraged to read the attached written comments in detail, as some very 

good points, ideas and thoughts have been provided from all submissions. Additional 

considerations include the verbal presentations, as well as the recommendations 

from the Agricultural Advisory Committee.  

In order to advance the draft policy, please provide direction to Administration as to 

what changes should be made to the draft policy.  Alternatively, a discussion can 

occur at the Council meeting for Administration to gain further insight as to what type 

of policy you want for the Township South Glengarry.  Administration can then 

amend the draft policy for Council to complete second reading.  
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South Glengarry 

 

POLICY 

Policy Number: 03-2019 Review Frequency: Every 5 Years 

Approved By: 
Council  Date Approved:  

Revision Date:  

Subject: Tree Canopy and Natural Vegetation Policy 

  
 
Background and Purpose 
 
Section 270(1) (7) of the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001 c. 25, requires municipalities to 
adopt and maintain policies with respect to the manner in which a municipality will 
protect and enhance the tree canopy and natural vegetation. 
 
The purpose is to establish a tree canopy and natural vegetation policy and to reduce 
the loss of tree coverage in South Glengarry and to protect and increase tree coverage.   
 
What is a Tree Canopy?  
 
Tree Canopy includes all areas of coverage by plant material which includes the layer of 
leaves, branches and stems that cover the ground when viewed from above.  
 
What is Natural Vegetation? 
 
Natural vegetation refers to the plant life that grows naturally in a geographical region. 
The plants that make up natural vegetation are valuable resources as they provide 
timber, fruits, medicinal plants, shelter to animals, oxygen and protect soil and store 
water. 
 
Benefits  
 
There are many benefits to a tree canopy and natural vegetation policy; they include but 
are not limited to: 
 

• Reduces air pollution 

• Provides shelter for wildlife 

• Improves the usability of public parks and spaces 

• Improves the aesthetics of properties 

• Improves water quality 
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• Assists in stormwater management 

• Prevents erosion 
 
Applicability 
 
The policy applies to all properties and development, on public and private lands within 
the Township of South Glengarry.   
 
Nothing in this policy is intended to conflict with existing standards or policies of the 
Township and this policy does not take priority over any by-laws, plans, resolutions or 
agreements passed by Council pursuant to the Municipal Act, 2001, S.O. 2001 c. 25 or 
Planning Act, R.S.O, 1990, c. P 13.  
 
Nothing in this policy is intended to restrict normal farm practices as defined by the Farm 
Practices Protection Act, R.S.O, 1990 c. F6  
 
Priority Actions (In no particular order) 
 

1. Prevent tree removal within Township open and unopened road allowances. 
 

2. Prevent tree removal on Township-owned land. 
 

3. Increase tree planting on Township-owned land, especially within public parks 
where possible. 

 
4. Acquire forested land when offered through land donations.  

 
5. Support the United Counties of SDG in forested land acquisitions within the 

Township of South Glengarry.  
 

6. Support and promote the Raisin Region Conservation Authority Tree Seedling 
Program.  

 
7. Support residents and others in developing tree planting plans that ensure the long 

term survival of the tree plantings. 
 

8. Support and participate where possible in tree planting efforts by the Raisin Region 
Conservation Authority.  
 

9. Develop a municipal commemorative tree program where people can buy and plant 
trees in municipal parks in honour of their loved ones who have passed or 
organizations. 
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10. Require a tree planting schedule as a condition of draft plan approval for new 
subdivisions that will require one native tree in front of each lot within the front yard. 
 

11. Support the replacement of native trees that are proposed to be removed as part of 
a development; either in a new location on the subject property or in a mutually 
agreed upon location elsewhere in the Township. 
 

12. Encourage tree planting as part of the Landscaping Program within the Township’s 
Community Improvement Plan. 
 

13. Implement the existing Official Plan policies related to Significant Woodlands, 
Provincially Significant Wetlands and Natural Heritage Systems. 
 

14. Encourage residents to obtain an approved managed forest plan and to have their 
properties classified as a Managed Forest to take advantage of the Managed 
Forest Tax Incentive Program where you pay 25% of the municipal tax rate set for 
residential properties. 
 

Monitoring 
 
The General Manager of Community Services shall be responsible for monitoring the 
implementation of this policy.  
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PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 

A PUBLIC MEETING OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

SOUTH GLENGARRY WAS HELD IN THE EVENING AT THE 

TOWNSHIP OFFICE, LANCASTER ON SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 AT 7:00 

PM. 

PRESENT: Mayor Frank Prevost, Deputy Mayor Lyle Warden, Councillor 

Martin Lang, Councillor Stephanie Jaworski, Councillor Sam McDonell. 

STAFF PRESENT: Clerk Kelli Campeau, Meeting Chair/GM Community 

Services Joanne Haley 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING  

The meeting was opened at 7:02 pm.  

Ms. Haley provided an overview of the meeting process and rules of 
decorum. The floor was opened for public comment.   

 

1. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Councillor Jaworski welcomed attendees and fully supports the public 

consultation. She believes all input comes from a place of good faith and 

looks forward to hearing comments.  

Tina Cairncross (4658 Glen Roy Rd.) expressed concerns about rapidly 

disappearing tree canopy in the Township. Advised not to lose sight of the 

importance of forests – loss of forests will affect who wants to live here. 

She believes there is very little in the action plan that will accomplish the 

purpose of the policy, 5 year review period is too long. 

Geraldine Fitzpatrick (19 Boundary Rd.) recommended that the policy 

include that all fruit and nut trees be protected – maintain the tree rather 

than disrupt and destroy it. Ms. Fitzpatrick spoke about black walnut trees 

and their benefits (host butterflies and larvae).  

Jacqueline Milner (19166 Hay Rd.) suggested that the policy review 

period be every 2 years or as needed. She further encouraged that 

OMAFRA best practices be implemented. Policy items # 6 and 8 – RRCA 

tree planning efforts have been supported but do not grow our canopy 

numbers. Policy items # 10 and 11 – consider leaving a portion of tree and 

natural vegetation cover in new proposed subdivisions keeping tree cover 

community intact and keeps wildlife health.  

Shawn McRae (21502 Highway 2) spoke about individual property rights 

and concerns that the policy will take rights from property owners. Stated 

that there is no direction from the Province to infringe on property rights – 

let property owners retain value of what they have.  

Pat St. Pierre (20093 Wentworth Rd) spoke about concerns that trees on 

his property would become a financial liability. He disagrees with policy 

item #14 and believes the tax rate should be 0% tax in order to encourage 

people to have trees and not cut them for business.  
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Paul Vogel (3995 Lafleur Rd.) spoke to the importance of farming in order 

to feed the population. Believes that farming should be able to take place 

without the government putting restrictions on the land.  

Gordon Ferguson (5133 County Rd. 34) spoke about unopened road 

allowances, many of which have mature trees on them. Concerned about 

clear cutting on unopened road allowances. Suggested the Township 

needs to look at ways to regulate these unopened road allowances and 

the by-laws currently in place.  

Shawn St. Pierre (20373 Lagoon St.) questioned how the word 

‘development’ is interpreted in the policy. He raised concern that policy 

item #11 is a pre-cursor to a tree cutting by-law. Expressed that a tree 

cutting by-law is unfair to those who are responsible.  

Elaine Kennedy (President of Woodlot Association, non-resident) 

encouraged all in attendance to consider how the policy will help everyone 

work together and how it will affect the greater community. Stated that the 

Woodlot Association will be submitting written comments and will look at 

some of the specific concerns raised tonight.  

Pete Bock (non-resident) spoke about the how clear-cutting leads to 

unfair taxation. 

Chris Craig (19786 Maple Rd.) spoke about past history of clear-cutting in 

the area and replanting of the forests. Encouraged landowners to work 

together and expressed that farmers should be given the tools and 

financial backing they need (ie. tax incentive program).  

Tony Vogel (19543 County Road 19) spoke about the need for farming 

practices. Expressed that we need to work together and conserve the 

trees and farmland.  

John Ferguson (5205 County Rd. 34) expressed that the policy focus 

should be narrowed to start with looking at publicly-owned lands that the 

Township has control over. Enforceable policies should be developed to 

give guidance to Township to assist in decision making.  

 

2. ADJOURNMENT  

 

Ms. Haley advised that written comments will be accepted until September 

18, 2019 and that a revised draft policy will be brought to Council at a later 

date.  

 

Mayor Prevost thanked all for coming. 
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